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CHAPTER 51

ORGANI ZATI ONAL RULE

10.51.101 HI STORY (1) Article X, Section 9 of the 1972
Mont ana Constitution created the board of public education.
(Hi story: Sec. 2-15-1507, MCA, NEW Eff. 7/2/79.)

10.51.102 BOARD MEMBERSH P (1) The board of public
educati on consists of seven nenbers appointed by the governor
and confirnmed by the senate. The governor, superintendent of
public instruction and conm ssioner of higher education are ex
of ficio non-voting nenbers of the board. A student
representative, selected annually by the Montana Associ ation
of Student Councils, also sits as a non-voting nenber of the
board. In order to assure geographical and political
representation on the board of public education, the |aw
provi des that not nore than four of the seven board nenbers
may be from one congressional district or affiliated with the
sane political party. Board nenbers elect a chairnman and
vice-chairman annually in April. (H story: Sec. 2-15-1507
and 2-15-1508, MCA; NEW Eff. 7/2/79.)

10.51.103 CONSTI TUTI ONAL RESPONSIBILITY (1) The board
is charged with the authority and responsibility of exercising
"general supervision over the public school system and such
ot her public educational institutions as may be assigned by
law.” In the sane section the constitution also provides for
two ot her boards, the board of regents of higher education
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which is charged with the governnent and control of the

Mont ana university system and the state board of education, a
j oint board conposed of the nenbers of the board of public
education and the board of regents. The state board neets
twce a year to plan and coordinate "policies and prograns for
the state's education system" (Hi story: Sec. 2-15-1507 and
2-15-1508, MCA; NEW Eff. 7/2/79.)

10.51.104 RESPONSIBILITY ASSI GNED BY STATUTE (1) The
board of public education is assigned nunerous
responsibilities by statute including the establishnment of
policies for: the accreditation of schools, teacher
certification, distribution of state equalization aid, special
educati on, school bus standards and regul ati ons, and
desi gnation of school days and hours. The board is also
assigned by statute the "general supervision" of the Mntana
school for the deaf and blind and adm nistrative
responsibility for the certification standards and practices
advi sory council .

(a) The Montana school for the deaf and blind is a
residential school for children and adol escents who are deaf
and blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that they
are unable to receive a sufficient or proper education in the
public schools of the state. The purpose of the school is to
furnish and provide, by the use of specialized nethods and
systens, an ordinary public school education and to teach such
trades and vocations as will enable children attending the
school to becone independent and sel f-sustaining citizens.

(b) The certification standards and practices advisory
council was statutorily created to study rel evant issues and
advi se the board of public education on natters related to
teacher, school adm nistrator, and specialist certification of
individuals admtted to practice in the elenentary and
secondary schools of Montana. The scope of this study and




advi ce includes preservice and inservice education,

pr of essi onal practices and ethical conduct, teacher education
prograns, and renewal, denial, suspension, or revocation of
certificates. The advisory council may conduct appropriate
research related to the foregoing areas of study by such neans
as trial prograns and collection of data from current
progranms. The advisory council nust present its findings and
recomendations to the board at | east once each year and on

ot her occasions as the advisory council deens necessary. The
advi sory council may not adm nister a programor function or
set policy. (Hstory: Sec. 20-2-121, 20-8-103, and 20-31-102,
MCA; NEW Eff. 7/2/79; AMD, 1992 MAR p. 2727, Eff. 12/25/92.)

10.51.105 BOARD STAFF (1) The board of public
education enploys a full-tinme professional assistant who is
desi gnated by statute as executive secretary to the board.
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The executive secretary is the person responsible for liaison
bet ween the board and superintendent of public instruction.
The executive secretary functions as the chief executive
officer of the board and the certification standards and
practices advisory council. The board al so enploys a full-
time admnistrative officer, admnistrative assistant, and
secretary. All staff nenbers report to and are supervised by
the executive secretary. (Hi story: Sec. 20-2-111, 20-2-122,
MCA; NEW Eff. 7/2/79; AMD, 1992 MAR p. 2727, Eff. 12/25/92.)

10.51.106 AGENCY FUNCTIONAL CHART (1) An illustrative
functional chart of the board of public education is attached.
(Hi story: Sec. 2-15-1518, 20-2-122, 20-8-101, and 20-31-102,
MCA; NEW Eff. 7/2/79.)
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